
Forsyth County,
Georgia

    eritage Book - 2011
A new hardbound book sponsored by the

Historical Society of Forsyth County
and published by County Heritage, Inc.

anticipated completion, late 2011
Å	 County Heritage, Inc. announces the publication of a new 

Forsyth County Heritage book. Part of the prestigious Georgia 
County Heritage series!

Å	 We invite all residents, former residents, and those with roots 
in Forsyth County to submit a family household history of 
500 words and one photo-

	 graph to be printed free!
Å	 This is a rare opportunity
	 for you and your family to
	 be a part of  history.
Å	 We will print only a
	 limited number of these
	 beautiful hardbound books.  
	 They will be 9” x 12”, 
	 exquisitely gold stamped
	 and embossed, matching
	 other Georgia County
	 Heritage books!
Å	 Because this is a limited edition book, only those who order 

and pay in advance are guaranteed to receive a copy.
Å	 These books will make excellent gifts for birthdays and holi-

days.

Sample Heritage Books

DEADLINE FOR STORIES, PHOTOS & BOOK ORDERS:

EXTENDED - FEBRUARY 18, 2011
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SAMPLE STORIES
Use these articles to guide you in preparing 
your own stories!

FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS
500 words, and one photo FREE! Additional 

words @ 10¢, additional photos @ $12.50. Each 
word counts as one word (including a, and, it, 
for, and by). The previous sentence contains 13 
words. The only exception to the count each word 
rule is abbreviations: up to and including 4 letters/
numbers or less = 1 word.  5 letters/numbers or 
more = 2 words (punctuation is ignored).

THE JACOB McCARTY
SCUDDER FAMILY

Jacob McCartney Scudder (1788-1870)  was 
an influential leader of his generation. He was 
the possible son of Isaiah Scudder and Sarah 
McCartney who married in Rowan County, North 
Carolina, on April 15, 1785.  By 1790, Isaiah and

Jacob Scudder’s Pre-Civil War house. 
Shown are James L. Heard and family.

 Sarah Scudder had  migrated to Wilkes County, 
Georgia.  Jacob McCartney Scudder was born on 
July 13, 1788, in Wilkes County and married Diana 
Jones (1795-1867) in Jackson County, Georgia, 
on May 7, 1812. Diana was the daughter of John 
Warren Jones and Mary “Polly” Tullos  who  married 
on September 29, 1788, in Fauquier County, Virginia, 
before migrating to Georgia. Jacob and Diana had 
two children: Alfred (1813-1845) and Lucinda (1816-
1866).  Around 1831, Lucinda married John Floyd 
Jones. They had eight children: John A, Diana E., 
Mary N., Mineva C., Henry Clay, Phebe M, Eliza, 
Sarah, and George. On March 28, 1833, Alfred 
Scudder married Elizabeth Blackburn, the daughter 
of Lewis Blackburn and Mary Daniel. They had 
five children: Josephine Helen, Frances H., Jacob, 
Lewis Blackburn, William Henry Harrison.

In 1814, Jacob M. Scudder moved his family to 
Cherokee Indian Territory  and set up a trading post 
not far from the Crossroads of the Federal Road and 
the Upper Alabama Road. Scudder was a licensed 
Indian Trader and kept an inn for a number of years. 
During the 1830’s, the United States military set up 
Fort Eaton (Camp Gilmer) near his inn. He acted 
as a supplier to the military and was appointed 
to be an agent by the state during the time of the 
Removal of the local Indians on the now famous 
Trail of Tears.

Jacob M. Scudder served as the first state sena-
tor of Cherokee County which was formed from the 
annexed  lands of the Old Cherokee Nation. He 
brought  a  motion before the Georgia Legislation 
that created ten counties from Cherokee County. 
In 1832, Forsyth County was formed as a result of 
the passage of this motion that had been set forth 
by Scudder. 

Jacob M. Scudder operated a grist mill in the 
Hightower Community. The grist mill was located 
on Settingdown Creek near the present day site 
of Poole’s Mill Bridge in Forsyth County. George 

W. Welch was the original owner of the grist mill on 
Settingdown Creek.  According to the Georgia state 
laws, Welch was dispossessed of his property.  In 
the Cherokee Gold Lottery of 1832, John Maynard 
of Jackson County drew this property. On August 
9, 1833, Scudder purchased the title for this land 
lot from John Maynard. Jacob Scudder owned and 
operated the grist mill for a number of years and 
after his death his family sold the property to  Dr. 
M. L. Poole . The Poole family continued to run the 
mill until 1947.

During Scudder’s lifetime, he became one of the 
largest landowners in Forsyth County. He served 
as the postmaster of the Hightower Community and 
supported the local forces during the Civil War.  He 
and his family were buried in the Diana’s Chapel 
cemetery in Forsyth County. (493 words) Submitted 
by Myra Reidy. Sources: North Georgia Roots: 
Monroe and Allied Families, Unhallowed Intru-
sion by Don L. Shadburn, and Martha McConnell, 
co-president of HSFC. 

	
CHURCHES, CLUBS AND 

ORGANIZATIONS
250 words and one photo FREE! Additional 

words @ 10¢, additional photos @ $12.50. One 
hundred-year-old churches & clubs allowed 
500 words.

Mt. Tabor Baptist Church
As Forsyth County was being formed, there were 

no established churches within the region. Com-
missioned by the Georgia Baptist Convention, Rev. 
Jeremiah Reeves and Rev. William Manning were 
sent as missionaries to north Georgia for the purpose 
of forming much needed churches. On Thursday, 
August 22, 1833, Rev. Reeves and Manning along 
with Rev. George Lumpkin, assisted in constituting 
Mt. Tabor Baptist Church, the first church constituted 
in Forsyth County. There were 10 charter members of 
Mt. Tabor Baptist Church, and most of them were from 
Rutherford County, NC, or the Greenville, SC area. 
The gold rush of the 1830s probably brought most of 
them to this area. The Church was formed in the home 
of Dennis and Nancy Carroll and their daughter, Sarah. 
The remaining charter members were Alexander and 
Maryann Redmon, Daniel and Celia Martin, John 
Howel, and Jesse and Martha Hendrix.

Mt. Tabor Baptist Church
The Church property dates back to February 8, 

1838, when George Cockburn deeded the first tract 
“in consideration of a duty to support the gospel.” 
Shortly before his death, a second tract of land was 
deeded on January 25, 1847. The oldest existing 
structure on the property is a sanctuary that was 
built in 1883. The building is constructed of rough-cut 
lumber and log beams supported by rock pillars. 

During the 168-year history of the church, there 
have been 33 pastors from many different occupa-
tions such as teachers, lawyers, doctors, farmers, 
and state representatives. The pastor who served 

(Note:  Genealogical charts and tabular material cannot be accepted.  Stories must be in flowing, narrative form.)

the longest was Alfred Webb. His tenure began in 
1837 and he served the Church approximately 42 
years. He not only served Mt. Tabor, but he helped 
constitute many churches in the area.  Rev. Webb 
was a very influential community leader, serving 
as a delegate for Dawson County when Georgia 
voted to secede from the Union. As a tribute to Rev. 
Webb, many children during the 1800s were given 
his name; there are certainly many families who 
wonder why the name Alfred Webb appears in their 
family tree since Rev. Webb had no children. There 
have been at least 48 deacons during the Church’s 
history, with the first recorded ordination in April of 
1859 where John J. Blanton and William West Harris 
were examined by the Presbytery. 

The Church is fortunate to possess the original 
church minutes dating back to November 1842. 
From these records, we find family names such as 
Ledbetter, Julian, Kemp, Hendricks, Bruton, Blan-
ton, Dean, Pruitt, Harris, Williams, Haynes, Bean, 
Barrett, Bottoms, Wallis, Heard, Gravitt, Hope, and 
many more. The first person known buried in the 
cemetery was Mary Ann Hockenhull who died July 
5, 1841. The oldest person known buried is Jane 
Wood Pace Bruton who was 99 years old; her grave 
is marked with a large cedar tree according to family. 
As with most old cemeteries, many of the graves are 
unmarked.This church that started out in a very rug-
ged country with 10 faithful people has survived and 
grown to a membership of nearly 400. (493 words)  
Submitted by: Wanda Collins. 

MILITARY STORIES
100 words and 1 picture (in uniform) FREE! 

Additional words @ 10¢, additional pictures 
@ $12.50.

GUY GARLAND PENDLEY
Two days after our country turned 145 years 

old, Guy Garland Pendley was born on July 6, 
1921.  All of his youth was spent with his family 
on their farm, located  on Burruss Mill Road, in the 
Chestatee Community of Forsyth County.  In 1938 
at the tender age of 17 Guy joined the Army.  World 
War II was looming around the corner for America.  
Guy was part of the second landing at Normandy 
Beach where his brother Lee had been killed in 
the first landing.  Guy made Sergeant three times 
in the ten years he served and was busted twice, 
once for fighting and once he volunteered to stay 
with his unit.  His feet were frozen in the Korean 
War but he did not get a Purple Heart for that as he 
had at Normandy for getting an ear merely grazed.  
After the two wars Guy lived the rest of his life on 
Canton Highway just outside the city limits of Cum-
ming.  I, his only child, had two daughters. Three of 
his great-grandchildren got to know and love him 
personally.  The oldest is now in the Army Cavalry 
in Afghanistan.  The newest great-grandchild is 
named for him, Guy. (198 words) Note: a charge 
of 10¢ applies to 98 words.

Guy Garland Pendley



I.	 Who is eligible to participate? 
	 A.	 Present residents of for Forsyth County. 
	 B.	 Former residents of Forsyth County. 
	 C.	 Those with roots in Forsyth County.
II.	 How much may I submit, and what is the
	 cost? 
	 A.	 Each household is encouraged to submit 
		  500 words of family genealogy/history 
		  and one picture. (Heading, “submitted by” 
		  and source information are not part of the 
		  word count ... only the body of the article!) 
		  -- or -- 
	 B.	 If your ancestors came to Forsyth County 
		  by or before 1860, you may submit 1,000 
		  words and 2 photos (per household). 
	 C.	 Additional words are 10¢ per word. Extra 
		  photos are $12.50 each. Double-wide or 
		  double-deep photos are also $12.50
		  additional. 
	 D.	 Abbreviations: Up to 4 numbers/characters 
		  = one word. 5 or more numbers/characters
		  = 2 words. Punctuation is ignored!
III.	 What can I write? 
	 A.	 Ancestors. 
		  1.	 Why and when they came to Forsyth
			   County. 
		  2.	 Dates and locations of births, marriages,
			   deaths and burials. 
		  3.	 Family stories. 
	 B.	 Yourself and your family. 
		  1.	 Childhood, school days, and other events. 
		  2.	 Jobs, residences, hobbies and past times. 
IV.	 Topical articles (to be used at book committee
	 discretion). 
	 A.	 Histories of churches, clubs, and organiza-
		  tions. 
		  1.	 Each allowed 250 words and one
			   photo. Churches or clubs over 100 years
			   old may submit a total of 500 words! 
		  2.	 Additional photos see Paragraph II.C. 

	 B.	 Communities and major topics. 
		  (Ask committee for details.) 
	 C.	 Military service biographical sketch. 
		  1.	 Each allowed 100 words and 1 photo. 
		  2.	 Additional photo; see Paragraph II.C. 
V.	 Article format. 
	 A.	 Double-space type or word processing on 
		  plain white paper. We cannot accept
		  articles which are typed in ALL CAPS. 
		  Upper and lower case must be used! We will
		  accept text on CD or through an email 
		  attachment using MS Word or Word Perfect 
		  format. We will also accept a hard copy of
		  the written article.
	 B.	 Include at end of article: 
		  1.	 Word count. 
		  2.	 Sources, if available. 
		  3.	 Name, address, phone number and email 
			   address of story submitter. 
		  4.	 Caption to appear with photograph
			   (see paragraph VI.C). 
	 	 5.	 A list of all names, last, first, maiden 
			   or middle, please, typed on a separate 
			   sheet of paper and stapled to your story 
			   (see Paragraph IX.)
VI. Photograph directions. 
Note: Do not submit original irreplaceable photos! 
Please send them in flat (do not bend) mailers. 
	 A.	 Types and size. 
		  1.	 Glossy photos are best! Black and white
			   are preferred, but we accept 35mm color
			   and studio quality prints. Laser copies do
			   not reproduce well, so please don’t
			   submit them! We will accept .jpg or
			   .tif photos on a separate CD or through
			   an email attachment.  If submitting digi-
			   tized scanned images, please scan at
			   300 dpi. A glossy print of your photo
			   must also be included! 
		  2.	 The following are not acceptable: 
			   Xerox® copies, negatives or faded 
			   Polaroids. 

		  3.	 Any size up to 8” x l0”. 
		  4.	 All photos will be reduced to one column
			    - 2½” wide by 1¾” high, with standard
			   cropping as a bust shot. You must pay
			   extra, as detailed in II.C., for larger sizes. 
	 B.	 Identification. 
		  1.	 Place an address label with telephone 
			   number on the back or (not as desirable)
			   print this information lightly with soft
			   lead pencil on back of photo. 
	 C.	 Captions. 
		  1.	 Limited to 10 words or less. 
		  2.	 Type at end of article. 
VII.	Writing assistance. 
	 A.	 Contact committee members. 
	 B.	 Sample GA County Heritage books will be 
		  available for viewing in the Headquarters
		  of the Historical Society of Forsyth County
		  or the Bell Research Center at the Historical 
		  Cumming Schoolhouse located at 101
		  School Street in Cumming, GA. They are
		  published  by County Heritage, Inc., and will
		  be helpful with writing your own story!
VIII. Restrictions. 
	 A.	 Articles cannot harm or embarrass another 
		  individual. 
	 B.	 No genealogical charts or tabular material 
		  can be used. 
IX.	 Index. 

Please help prepare an every name index: List 
last, first, maiden or middle names. Type on 
a separate sheet of paper and staple to your 
story. 

X.	 We accept  email submissions! 
You are welcome to mail  material to the Histori-
cal Society of Forsyth County, PO Box 1334, 
Cumming, GA 30028. You can also drop off 
your submissions and/or orders at the Headquar-
ters of the Historical Society of Forsyth County, 
101 School St, Cumming, GA.

“. . . and departing leave behind us, footprints in the sands of time.”
					     The Psalm of Life by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

You and your family are important to the Heritage Book Committee for Forsyth County.
We cordially invite you to participate in the publication of our county heritage book.

ORDER FORM FEBRUARY 18, 2011
PLEASE ENTER MY ORDER FOR:

______	 Copy(ies) FORSYTH COUNTY, GA HERITAGE BOOK - 2011 @ $55.00
	 picked up in Forsyth County
	 (includes tax)

______	 Copy(ies) FORSYTH COUNTY, GA HERITAGE BOOK - 2011 @ $64.50
	 shipped to the address at right (includes tax and $9.50 S&H)

______	 My story is over the FREE WORD limit.  Enclosed is $__________

	 for ________ additional words @ 10¢ per word

______	 In addition to my free picture, I want ________ photos printed for
	 $12.50 each.

$ __________________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

QTY.

QTY.

Name:

Address:
	

City:

State, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:

Forsyth County, GA Heritage Book - 2011
c/o Historical Society of Forsyth County
P.O. Box 1334
Cumming, GA  30028

DEADLINE EXTENDED:



Forsyth County, GA     eritage Book - 2011

Forsyth Co., GA Heritage Book - 2011
c/o Historical Society of Forsyth County
PO Box 1334
Cumming, GA  30028

Leave your footprints in time . . .

Announcing th
e

Forth
coming Book!
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